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Habitat NewsDear Habitat Community,
As I write this letter (way past our Chief Development 
Officer Peggy Sobul’s deadline, mind you) I’m 
reminded of all that we’ve been able to accomplish 
with our board, staff and volunteers the past few 
years. In one of my master’s classes over 15 years 
ago now, I still recall a 1959 peer reviewed article by 
Charles Lindblom entitled “The Science of Muddling 
Through.” Now, I can muddle through with the best 
of them, as we can all get bogged down by our day-
to-day and just keep charging through. Lindblom’s 
theory was more positive and was essentially one of 
incrementalism in policy and decision making as a 
means to success. Bill Murray’s character in “What 
About Bob?” learned from Dr. Marvin and probably 
summed it up best: “Baby Steps!” No matter how you 
term it, the approach is solid and one we have often 
taken, intentionally or not, at Habitat. It’s a steadiness 
that took us from one house per year in 2011 to 
nearly 20 per year by 2022. 

Playing my own devil’s advocate, David Lloyd 
George once said: “Anything can be achieved in 
small, deliberate steps. But there are times you need 
the courage to take a great leap; you can’t cross a 
chasm in two small jumps.”

Cleveland and the surrounding area’s housing 
challenges are a chasm. We regularly rank #1 in 
the nation in poverty, exacerbated by historic 
redlining practices, have a dire need for both 
housing in general and affordable housing, and 
our land banks and other private owners possess 
over 25,000 vacant lots in the City of Cleveland 
alone. All of these circumstances require us to think 
boldly about how we can grow to meet the needs 
of Greater Cleveland and bring more affordable 
homeownership opportunities to bear.

What is the great leap we’re taking? A combination 
of things really. Here are some of them:

• Embarking on our 400 home campaign. Our 
boldest yet. To bring 100 new homes, 50 
rehabs, 100 critical home repairs and 150 minor 
repairs and clean-ups to Cuyahoga & Lorain 
counties by 2027.

• Introducing modular homes to Cleveland as a 
means to bring housing faster while maintaining 
quality (we’re also experimenting with other 
means to build homes. Stay tuned!).

• Introducing our Critical Home Repair program 
16 months ago to help existing homeowners 
with major repairs on their homes (and we’ve 
already met the 100 home goal and counting!).

• Seeking ways to build construction efficiency 
within our traditionally built homes, including 
creating an indoor wall build area for staff and 
volunteers within our headquarters.

• Adding our Homeowner Success Program, to 
bring more resources to our partner families 
during their first year as homeowners.

• Utilizing new software (and yes some AI too) to 
find efficiencies in construction, volunteerism, 
marketing, fundraising, payroll, employee 
screening/evaluation and more.

• Seeking more volunteers, both long term and 
single events, to aid in achieving our goals.

• Restructuring our entire organizational chart so 
that we are built for this leap.

All told, my new charge is to lift our Habitat for 
Humanity affiliate into the top ten in the nation in 
every measurable category. We are currently 23rd in 
housing production, 32nd in ReStore sales and we 
don’t yet know in home repairs because it’s so new!

I hope you will join me in daring greatly. In order to 
accomplish these lofty “great leaps” it will take all 
of us, new partners, and all of the time, talent and 
treasure we all can muster. Thank you for enduring 
all of my quotes and such, and more importantly, 
thank you for all you already do. Our steady growth is 
because of you and your support. 

Yours in service, 

Thank You Volunteers
Greater Cleveland Habitat for Humanity 
is so grateful for our outstanding 
volunteer support. We appreciate your 
time, sweat, and energy that has made 
the past 38 years so successful. We 
hope you can continue to find time for 
Habitat for Humanity throughout the 
coming year as we continue to provide 
safe, decent, affordable housing for all.  

We would like to extend a special thank 
you to retiring volunteer and John & Mary 
Evans Award recipient Carl Heintel. After 
23 years of  service as a construction 
volunteer, Carl has decided to hang 
up his hammer. Carl is a genuinely kind 
and patient person who takes time at 
the end of the day to personally thank 
his work partners for their efforts and 
companionship. We wish Carl nothing 
but the best in his future endeavors. 

John Litten
President/CEO

One of the most rewarding aspects of our work is witnessing a partner family complete their journey to homeownership. For us, 
it marks the end of a dedicated process, but for the family, it’s a time of immense joy, celebration, and the beginning of an exciting 
new chapter in their lives. 

Join us in congratulating Carlos, Martrina, Samantha, and Shernisha—the first four of our anticipated 32 homeowners for 
2025—as they embark on this incredible next chapter.

Celebrating New Homeowners



2024 by the numbers

40 
Homes worked on

$2.69m
ReStore sales

$590 
Average monthly mortgage payment

(with taxes and insurance)

$148,500
Average home sale price 

(new build/rehab)

$61,250 
Average home sale price

(townhome)

1,329
Individual volunteers

$84,000 
Cars for Homes revenue

47,400
Volunteer hours



Celebrate affordable homeownership by joining us to walk, run, 
or mosey on Saturday, June 28th. We will gather in fellowship and 
solidarity that everyone deserves a decent place to call home. 
Together, we can enjoy the lake breeze, have a cup of coffee, eat a 
donut and go for a stroll.

Event Schedule
8:00am —— Check-in Opens
8:00am —— Games, Activities, Refreshments, 
  T-shirt Decorating, Music
9:45am —— T-shirt Decorating Contest
9:55am —— President/CEO Welcome

10:00am —— The Walk Steps Off

Enjoy games, activities, refreshments and t-shirt decorating all day! See 

our full schedule at cleHABITATwalk.org.

Registration
Registration is free. Raise $25 or more and receive a shirt. Register as 
an individual or as a team. We would love to see you and your friends 
out in force.

Thank you to our early bird sponsors!

2025  
Walk/Run/Mosey

Presented By:

When:
Saturday, June 28th, 2025

10:00 am

Where:
Edgewater Park (Lower)

6500 Cleveland Memorial Shoreway

5k or 1 Mile Fun Route
This is a non-competitive, non-timed event. It’s family-friendly, dog-friendly and donut-friendly.

Register or Sponsor Today!                    
Visit cleHABITATwalk.org

Home by Home

Family by Family

Block by Block

Nail by Nail
T-Shirt Decorating

Brick by Brick

Step by  
Step

Neighborhood by
Neighborhood

Armada Poured Walls
Meyers, Roman, Friedberg & Lewis
Tucker Ellis LLP

Hibernian Brotherhood

Benesch, Friedlander, Coplan  
& Aronoff LLP
Debby & Jerry Smith
Enza Financial
Mars Electric
Sherwin - Williams 

Calvary Hill Church Of God In Christ
Clearstead
Cuyahoga Title
JS Hardscapes
Jones Day
Mike Solecki 
Third Federal Bank 
Zinner and Co

Anonymous



Cars for Homes
raised $84k in 2024, with over 100 car
donations! Donate your used car today and 
help us help local families achieve affordable 
homeownership! Call 1-877-277-4344 or Scan >>

Rewards program 
coming this spring!

Shop
deals and save even more money with the ReStore Rewards 
Program! Visit www.clevelandrestores.org for the latest info as 
well as exciting volunteer and donation opportunities.



FAITH BUILD
At the time of this print, 18 faith communities have committed to the 
2025 Faith Build. It will be a new build on East  143rd Street. A family 
of 7 will be purchasing the home. We are blessed! There is still time 
to join this ministry. 

Not only will this collaboration of faith partners help build a home, 
but there will also be 2 confirmed Spruce-Up Days. These are days 
when 50+ volunteers come together to help existing residents with 
minor exterior repairs, landscaping, and debris removal. If your faith 
community is interested in joining the Faith Build or working with 
Habitat – we welcome you!

Thank You to the 2025 Faith Build Participants...
• Chagrin United Methodist   
 Church
• Church of the Gesu
• Church of the Redeemer – UCC
• Church of the Saviour – UMC
• Church of the Western Reserve
• Fellowship City Church

• First Lutheran Church,   
 Strongsville
• John Knox Presbyterian
• Lord of Life Lutheran
• Old Stone Church
• Rocky River Presbyterian
• St. Joseph’s, Strongsville

• St. Mark Catholic Parish
• St. Mary of the Falls
• St. Mary’s, Berea
• St. Mel Church
• St. Paul’s Episcopal
• Strongsville UMC
• The Church of the Covenant

Volunteering with Greater Cleveland Habitat for Humanity provides an 
opportunity to make a meaningful impact on the community. Additionally, 
volunteering with Habitat for Humanity allows you to directly see the positive 
results of your efforts as families are provided the opportunity to purchase 
safe and affordable housing. Contact volunteer@clevelandhabitat.org for 
more information. 

We are currently recruiting for: 

• Construction Crew Members 
• ReStore Team Members

• Playhouse Pros
• Woodshop Crew Members

Interested in joining the 2025 Faith Build or partnering with Habitat?  
Contact Kim Pride at kpride@clevelandhabitat.org or (216) 325-5578.

Volunteer with us!

Can’t donate your time? No problem! Check out our 
Playhouse Project wishlist and donate supplies today!



Neighborhood Revitalizer

Home Builder

Foundation Builder

Team Builder

2025 Board of Directors
2025 Donors

Cornerstone Builder

Nord Family Foundation
The Bank of America Charitable Foundation
The Fred A. Lennon Charitable Trust

The Reinberger Foundation
The Sherwin-Williams Foundation
Union Home Mortgage

Auto Club Enterprises
Benesch, Friedlander, Coplan & Aronoff LLP
The Charles and Helen Brown Memorial Foundation
Cavaliers Charities
Church of the Saviour United Methodist
CIBC Bank US
Community West Foundation
Robert R. & Gay C. Cull Family Foundation
Destination Cleveland
Enterprise Community Partners
First Federal Lakewood
Christopher Flint and Athena Vrettos
General Motors Corporation
Greater Cleveland Community Shares
Kichler Lighting
Koscielny Family Foundation
Kroll Family Foundation

Andrew W. & Kathryn D. Moock Fund
PNC Charitable Trusts
PNC Foundation
Rent-A-Center
Fred and Jackie Rothstein
Sarah Shaikh
SITE Centers Corp.
Michael and Katherine Solecki
The Cleveland Cavaliers
The Eaton Charitable Fund
The Huntington Foundation
The Murphy Family Foundation
The Kelvin & Eleanor Smith Foundation
The Swagelok Foundation
Third Federal Foundation
Thompson Hine, LLP
Wells Fargo Advisors

Anonymous (3)
Agrana Fruit US, INC
Armada Poured Walls
Avient Corporation
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Beargie
Bendix Commercial Vehicle Systems LLC
Burr & Forman LLP
CCL Industries
Church of the Gesu
Church of the Redeemer UCC
Church of the Western Reserve
Javier and Barbara Clemente
Cleveland Clinic Fairview Hospital
Cleveland State University
Covey Financial
Cresco LTD
Michael and Jennie Dollard
Sara Dyer
Embrace Pet Insurance
Enza Financial
Federated Church United Church of Christ
Fellowship City Church
FirstEnergy Foundation
First Lutheran Church of Strongsville
Flint Trust Charitable Fund
ForJesusLovedMeFirst
Taylor R. Gevry
Marsha Harris
Estate of James E. Herrle 
Infinium Wall Systems
JP Morgan Chase Foundation
Kaniecki Family Fund
Ron and Becky Kear
Mr. and Mrs. John Kelly
John and Christine Kiczek
Tom Kiczek Charitable Fund
Caleb Lardner
Arthur Lindrose
Lord of Life Lutheran Church
Dave and Cindy Mancini
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan L. McKnight
Moen Company
Raymond Mueller

Adam and Julie Nazette
Jay and Krista Nordholt
Novelis Corporation
Mark and Paula Nylander
Oatey Company
Park Synagogue
Kathy Patton
Kenneth Polanka
Adam and Colleen Primm
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church
RDA Real Estate Services, PLLC
Remedy Consulting LLC
Rocky River Presbyterian Church
The Ruano Family Charity Foundation
Deborah Sanford
Mr. and Mrs. John P. Sauerland
Victor Smole
Sharon Spieth
Marilyn J. Spurgeon
St. Joseph Catholic Church
St. Mark Catholic Church
St. Mary Catholic Church
St. Mary of the Falls
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church of Cleveland Heights
State Farm
Strongsville United Methodist Church
Catherine Suever & David Martin Charitable Fund
Joy Tennent
The Bolton Pratt Company
The Callahan Foundation
The Church of The Covenant
The City Mission
The O’Neill Brothers Foundation
The Sears-Swetland Family Foundation
The United Methodist Church of Chagrin Falls
Julia Thornton
Tucker Ellis LLP
Laura Vitale
Vorys, Sater, Seymour and  Pease LLP
Robert and Kim Walker
William M. Weiss Foundation
Robert and Linda Whapham
Kimberly White

$80,000+

$150,000+

$40,000+

$10,000+

$2,500+

Jay Nordholt, Board Chair
Swagelok

Ashley Gault, Vice Chair/Treasurer
Tucker Ellis LLP

Adam Primm, Vice Chair, Secretary
Benesch, Friedlander, Coplan & Aronoff

Kevin Campbell
Moen

Bryan Dardis
Meyers, Roman,  
Friedberg & Lewis

Pastor Ernest Fields
Calvary Hill Church Of  
God In Christ

Bethany Germano
Community  
Representative

Taylor Gevry
Boyd Watterson Asset 
Management, LLC

Nicholas House
Vorys, Sater, Seymour  
& Pease, LLP

Thomas Jorgensen
Emeritus Cleveland  
Restoration Society

Spencer Krebs
Tucker Ellis LLP

Patrick J. McCarthy
Huntington Bank

Stephanie Nickerson
Federal Reserve Bank, CLE

Mark Nylander
Nylander + Partners, LLC 

Tonya Perkins-Stoudemire
Flagstar Bank

David Rubis
Clearstead

Jim Schneid
Shurtape Technologies

Sarah Shaikh
University Hospitals/Ahuja

Mike Solecki
Jones Day

Angela Vannucci
Eaton Corporation

Robert Walker
CIBC Bank US

Amy Whitacre
First American Title

Kim White
Sherwin-Williams

Clifton Williams
Taft Law

Michael Wright
Cleveland Kitchen  
and Design

Miguel Zubizarreta
Computer Engineer

John Litten
President/CEO

Thank you!

The Lozick  
Family Foundation

Estate of Gail Staron

Flagstar Bank
Griffith Family Fund
Habitat for Humanity - Cars For Homes
Rocket Mortgage Community Fund

Gopal and Sipra Saha
The George Gund Foundation
The Sauerland Foundation



2110 W 110th St.
Cleveland, OH 44102

discount home 
improvement 
store

We are always looking for new talent!  
Check our website regularly for the latest openings.

Cleveland
2110 W 110th St.
Cleveland, OH

North Randall
4601 Northfield Rd.
North Randall, OH

Amherst
300 Rice Industrial Pkwy
Amherst, OH

Open Until 6pm
tue/wed/thu
10am-6pm

Open Until 4pm
fri/sat
10am-4pm

216.429.3631 clevelandhabitat.org/pickup

tue/wed/thu
fri/sat

10am-5:30pm
10am-3:30pm

donate
in-store

schedule
pick-up

Valid at ReStore locations in Cleveland, OH, Amherst, 
OH, and North Randall, OH. Coupon cannot be 

combined with other offers; photocopies not valid; 
coupon to be surrendered at time of purchase.  

Expires 8/31/2025.


